MARCHING BAND UNIFORMS
INFORMATION and GUIDELINES
Provided by Lakota East Upbeat Club

The Marching Thunderhawks take great pride in looking their best! Wearing the Lakota East Marching Band
uniform is an honor and a privilege. Band Members, especially Rookies, may sometimes be overwhelmed by
the many details involved with wearing and caring for their uniforms. Be assured there are many veteran
members and parent volunteers willing to help answer questions about uniforms.

Please refer to the Marching Band Handbook and information included here whenever needed. Please ask the
Lakota East Uniform Chairperson and/or other uniform volunteers questions for further explanation when
necessary or when assistance with a specific situation not included below may occur. It is helpful for all
Marching Band families to regularly review the Lakota East Bands Website, especially the Calendar and
Announcements found on the Home page for Marching Band Uniform Updates.

Did You Know?
—dl The current uniform was designed specifically for the Lakota East Marching
e Thunderhawks and debuted for the 2014 Marching Band season. The design
on the front of the jacket is a profile of Lakota East’s mascot, the
- Thunderhawk. There are three feathers to the right, which depict the capital

letter ‘E’ for East. Therefore, the image should always face to the left with the
feathers to the right. Go ‘Hawks!!

MARCHING BAND UNIFORMS
Each Marching Band member will be fitted for a proper size and assigned a Marching Band uniform each
season. There are variations of uniform parts depending on the specific Marching Band Section.
Drum Majors and Marching Band Instrumentalists
> The Drum Major’s jacket is black and white
> The Marching Band Uniform Jacket worn by members playing instruments includes black,
white and shades of gray throughout the jacket
> Marching Band Pants, bib pants with suspenders, are black
> Marching Band Shoes are black
> Gauntlets and Gloves are white
*  Front Ensemble Members do not wear Marching Band gloves
*  Drumline Members do not wear Marching Band gloves
> The Marching Band Hat, or Shako, is black with a white and black wrap
»  Sousaphone Members wear Marching Band Berets instead of the standard
Marching Band hat. Berets are issued to the Sousaphone member his/her
Rookie year to be used throughout participation in the Sousaphone section
*  Front Ensemble Members do not wear any type of Marching Band hat
> The Plume, placed into the top of the Shako, is white
> Socks, provided by the Marching Band Member, are black and crew length
Color Guard Members
> A uniform designed specifically for each season’s show will be provided to each Color Guard
member; some parts of the uniform may need to be provided by the Color Guard member
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MARCHING BAND SUMMER UNIFORMS

Marching Band summer uniforms are worn during specific parades, especially the *Liberty Township 4™ of
July Parade*, and some football games when the weather is too hot for the official Marching Band uniform.
The items listed below are needed by the Pre-Season Parent Show at the end of Post-Camp.

*Please Note: For the 4™ of July Parade, Veteran Members should wear the previous seasonds Show Shirt.
Rookies will not yet have a Show Shirt so should wear their Rookie Shirt distributed at Rookie Days.*

Marching Band Summer Uniforms Include:
> Marching Band Shorts issued by Lakota East Bands
> Current Marching Band season’s Show Shirt issued by Lakota East Bands during Post-Camp
and included in the Lakota District participation fees for Marching Band each year
> White ankle or low-cut athletic socks provided by the Marching Band member
> Athletic Shoes (gym shoes/sneakers) provided by the Marching Band member
= Shoe and Shoelaces need to be as white as possible
= Shoes and Shoelaces that are bright or neon or dark in color are not suitable
> Drum Majors will need to consult the Marching Band Director and Uniform Chairperson for
details about their summer uniforms, which includes a collared polo shirt and white shorts

Did You Know?
—l Each Marching Band season, the front of the Show Shirt is designed to include
e the theme of the show. The season’s calendar of events is on the back.
Designing the season’s Show Shirt Logo is a collaborative effort among
artistically talented band members and directors. Family, friends, and
supporters of Lakota East Marching Thunderhawks may order Show Shirts
during Band Camp for about $10.00.

MARCHING BAND SHORTS

Marching Band Shorts are black, athletic shorts with a draw string and elastic waist. The Lakota East logo is
included on a leg of the shorts. These shorts are part of the Marching Band summer uniform, so every
marcher needs a pair throughout participation in the Lakota East Marching Band.

Veteran Members
> All Veteran Members should try on his/her Marching Band shorts to make sure they still fit
and are in good condition BEFORE the annual Uniform Fitting Day
> Veteran members are responsible for the cost of new shorts, which is typically
about $17.00
> Marching Band shorts can be purchased from the Uniform Chairperson in the
Uniform Room during spring Mini Camp or Band Camp or Uniform Fitting Day
Rookie Members
> Rookie members will be fitted for Marching Band shorts during Rookie Days in the spring
> The first pair of shorts is included in the Lakota District Participation fees for Marching Band
and distributed by the end of spring Mini Camp
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MARCHING BAND SHOES
Marching Band shoes, also called Drillmasters, will be ordered after Uniform Fitting Day for all Rookies and
any Veteran members who may need a new pair.

Veteran Members
> All Veteran members should try on his/her shoes to make sure they still fit properly and are in
good condition BEFORE the annual Uniform Fitting Day
> Check that your full name is still visible in each shoe or use a permanent marker to rewrite it.
> Please inform the Uniform Chairperson ON OR BEFORE THE ANNUAL MARCHING
BAND UNIFORM FITTING DAY if you need new shoes. Provide the correct size needed
(men's sizes are used when ordering)
= Band members may stop in the Uniform Room during Pre-Camp or contact the
Uniform Chair by email to order a different shoe size
= Veterans may also try on shoes on Uniform Fitting Day to determine what size they
need. Please bring in your current pair of shoes to help select the proper size
> Veteran members are responsible for the cost of new shoes, which is typically about $30.00.
An invoice listing the cost of the shoes will be sent home with the band member after the
order has been placed. The order must be paid in full before shoes will be given to the band
member.

Rookie Members
> All Rookies will try on shoes to determine the correct size during his/her assigned time on
Uniform Fitting Day
> The first pair of shoes is included in the Lakota District Participation fees for Marching Band
> Once you receive your shoes, write your full name in each shoe using a permanent mark

Caring for your Drillmasters throughout the Marching Band Season

*Drillmasters must be completely dry before returning them to their proper place in the

Equipment Bag*

> It is customary for shoes to be cleaned before every Marching Band event

> The shoes may be wiped clean using cleaning solution or just water, and may be shined when
necessary using a product such as Armor All Original Protectant (used for car’s vinyl
surfaces)

> During the season and at the end of the season, clean and dry shoes thoroughly before storing

Caring for your Drillmasters after Marching in the Rain!!
> REMOVE the insert/liner from the shoe. Water often is trapped between the insert and the
bottom of the shoe causing mold/mildew if not dried thoroughly
> Stuff newspaper or a dryer sheet into each shoe to absorb water and prevent odors
> Turn shoes upside down over a heat register; place inserts on top of the register or hang to dry
> Inserts can be hand washed when necessary and air dried
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MARCHING BAND GAUNTLETS
Lakota East Marching Band gauntlets are white. It is important to take excellent care of them. Pay special
attention to instructions below about how best to keep them dry and clean.

Gauntlets
> Marching Band members will be properly fitted for a pair of gauntlets on Uniform Fitting Day
as they vary in size
> Gauntlets are numbered and assigned to each Marching Band member, who is responsible for
making certain he/she has the correct gauntlets at all times.
> Gauntlets are issued to Marching Band members in a labeled, gallon-sized plastic baggie
> Gauntlets should be stored in the baggie, unsealed, and placed in the hat box on zop of the hat,
never along the side, so their edges do not bend.
= Keep the baggie OPEN at all times to avoid any dampness from ruining the gauntlets
{Note: Dampness can be due to rain, but especially caused just from wearing them!}
= Close the lid of the hat box carefully to avoid catching anything.
> Per the uniform contract, if any gauntlets need to be replaced due to damage or loss, the cost
is $42 per pair. Please see the Uniform Chairperson.

Directions for Keeping Gauntlets Dry
*Gauntlets must be completely dry before returning them to their proper place in the hat box*
> The gauntlets will mildew if not kept dry; Mildew does not come out with cleaning so the
replacement fee ($42) will be charged
> Keep the baggie OPEN at all times to avoid any dampness from ruining the gauntlets
> When gauntlets are wet due to rain or use, place them in the baggie unsealed until they can be
removed as soon as possible to air dry; air them out after each game and competition
immediately upon returning home
> Do NOT store gauntlets in the baggie or the hat box until completely dry even if left unsealed
> When gloves are wet, do NOT place them in the baggie with the gauntlets
> Replace the baggie when necessary; use a permanent marker to write the assigned number of
the gauntlets onto the baggie

Directions for Keeping Gauntlets Clean
> Always use a clean, dry gallon-sized baggie to store the gauntlets; label properly
> Prevent items (i.e. bobby pins, hair ties, food) from discoloring or bleeding color onto
gauntlets
> If gauntlets become dirty, take them to the Uniform Chairperson. There is a special cleaning
process for gauntlets. NEVER spot wash, hand wash, or machine wash the gauntlets please.
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MARCHING BAND GLOVES
Lakota East Marching Band gloves are white. It is important to take excellent care of them. Pay special
attention to instructions below about how best to keep them dry and clean.

Gloves
> Marching Band members (whose uniforms include gloves) will receive two (2) pairs of gloves
each season, which is included in the Lakota District participation fees for Marching Band
> [f additional gloves are needed, the cost is $3.00 per pair. Please see the Uniform
Chairperson.
> Clarinet Members: See your section leaders for how to cut holes neatly in the fingertips
> Gloves should be stored in the hat box along with the hat and gauntlets

> Directions for Keeping Gloves Dry
*Gloves must be completely dry before returning them to their proper place in the hat box*
=  When gloves are wet due to rain or use, air them out after each game and competition
immediately upon returning home
=  When gloves are wet, do NOT place them in the baggie with the gauntlets

> Directions for Keeping Gloves Clean
= Gloves can be hand washed or machine washed with other white items
* A mild bleach solution may be used to keep them white and to remove stains.
= Gloves can be dried in the dryer or air-dried
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MARCHING BAND HATS
Lakota East Marching Band hats (Shakos) are black in color and cylindrical in shape with a brim and
" 7 decorative piece that have a shiny mirror finish. Prior to performances, Marching Band
&' 1 members go to their assigned line where a Uniform Volunteer will place a black and white
= Hat Wrap around the Shako and a tall, white Plume into the top of the hat. Following the
3

1

performance, Marching Band members return to their assigned line where a Uniform
Volunteer will unwrap and deplume. Marching Band members should not adjust, touch or
remove the hat wraps or plumes on their own since these items can easily be damaged or
bent. Please ask for assistance from a Uniform Volunteer when necessary.

il AL Woalde

Marching Band members are responsible for taking care of their assigned hat. It is equally
important for Marching Band members, especially Rookies, to be adept at putting on and
removing their hat without the use of a mirror. This will require practice at home well before
the first performance, especially for those whose hair is longer than the top of the collar.

Marching Band Hats
> Marching Band hats are numbered. The hat and hat box, with the same number, will be
assigned to each Marching Band member whose uniform requires wearing a Shako.
> The hat must always be kept in the hat box, which is placed into your equipment bag, when
transporting to and from performances; Hats are to be kept in the hat box when not in use.

> Preparing Your Hair before Putting on the Marching Band Hat
*To be properly in uniform, no hair should extend below the high collar of the uniform

jacket*

= Dressing in uniform is fast paced with little time to spend putting up hair
= Arrive to performances with your hair already up so no hair will extend below the
collar of the jacket and all pieces of hair can be tucked into the hat
0 Hair accessories should only be neutral or black in color
0 Keep a good amount of hair supplies stored in a sealed bag in your hat box
* Any hair product used (hair spray, hair gel) must be dry before wearing the hat
= Hair should be put up tightly enough that the hat can be removed and put on again
easily
= Best Method for Long Hair: Pull hair into a high ponytail and wrap into a bun on top
of your head
= Best Method for Lots of Layered Hair: Extra practice will be necessary to determine
which combination of hair accessories will work
= Best Method for Hair Too Short to Put Up or Tuck In: Consider getting a shorter cut
for the Marching Band Season
= Practice at home to determine the best way to prepare your hair to wear the Marching
Band hat; Gather appropriate hair supplies so you have enough at home and in your
hat box: headbands, hair ties/elastics, bobby pins, etc.
= Ask Veteran members for suggestions and assistance to prepare your hair
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> Hair Styles for Front Ensemble Members
Front Ensemble members will wear a hat during pre-game performances only. The following
applies for competition performances:

Hair must be pulled back and off of the neck and face.
Hair accessories should only be neutral or black in color
Keep a good amount of hair supplies stored in a sealed bag in your equipment bag

> Putting on the Marching Band Hat

The mirror finish on the brim and triangle will smudge easily so unless your gloves are
on, hold your hat by the sides; try not to handle your hat by the brim with bare fingers
There is a string inside the hat that can be adjusted to get the right fit for your hair and
for how the hat fits down on your head; Please be careful to not force the hat down if
the strings are too tight; doing so can tear the string through the holes and rip the vinyl
inside

The hat should sit just above the ears — it should not come down over the tops of the
ears

Fasten the chin strap until it feels snug, but not too tight; The goal is to leave the chin
strap fastened so it can be pulled over the chin gently to take the hat off and on again

> Caring for the Marching Band Hat throughout the Marching Band Season

*The hat must be completely dry before returning it to its proper place in the hat box*
It is customary for hats to be cleaned before every Marching Band event

Use Lysol Disinfectant Wipes OR use a spray cleaner and a paper towel by spraying
the cleaner onto the paper towel (never spray the cleaner directly on the hat!)

Wipe the outside and inside of the hat being careful not to get paper towel pieces in
the Velcro strips when cleaning; carefully remove anything that sticks to the Velcro
Wipe and shine the mirrored brim and triangle

Undo the chin strap and clean it well.

The outside black parts of the hat may be shined when it becomes dull using a product
such as Armor All Original Protectant (used for car’s vinyl surfaces)

Use a dry paper towel or allow the hat to completely air dry before returning the hat to
its proper place in the hat box.

When hats are wet due to rain or use, dry as best as possible with a paper towel then
air them out after each game and competition immediately upon returning home; wet
hats will damage gauntlets, so be sure to keep gauntlets protected from wet hats

See the Uniform Chairperson if any part of the hat becomes damaged
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Marching Band Berets
Sousaphone members wear berets instead of a Shako.
> The name of the Sousaphone member and the Thunderhawk Logo is
embroidered onto the beret
> Berets should be placed in an unsealed gallon sized baggie and stored in the equipment bag
> Sousaphone members must prepare their hair so it can be tucked up into the beret; see above
> Berets should be air dried completely before storing
> Berets can be hand washed or machine washed on cold when necessary, but air dried ONLY;;
berets may need to be gently reshaped after laundering
> See the Uniform Chairperson if the beret is damaged or lost to pay for a replacement one

(~$25)

MARCHING BAND HAT BOXES

Marching Band hat boxes will be issued before the first performance in uniform. Hat boxes are designed to
contain specific Marching Band uniform parts ONLY and not to be used for any other reason. Caring for the
hat box is the Marching Band member’s responsibility throughout the season.

> Marching Band hat boxes are numbered. The hat box and hat, with the same number, will be assigned
to each Marching Band member whose uniform requires wearing a Shako. Hat boxes are also labeled
with the name of the Marching Band member.

> The hat box, containing the Shako, gauntlets, and gloves must always be stored in your equipment
bag when transporting to and from performances

. =
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> Items to Store in the Marching Band Hat Box

= Hat boxes are designed to hold the Shako, gauntlets, and gloves. Hair accessories that
are stored in a sealed bag/baggie, may be kept in the hat box, but must never touch the
gauntlets.

= Only the items listed above may be kept in the hat box. Never should food, candy,
gum, etc. be placed into the hat box.

= All items in the hat box must be completely dry before being stored after EVERY
performance!
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> Caring for the Marching Band Hat Box throughout the Marching Band Season

*The hat box must be completely dry before returning it to its proper place in the equipment bag*

=  When the hat box becomes wet due to the contents becoming wet by rain or use, remove the
contents immediately upon returning home

= Dry the hat box with a paper towel then air it out with the lid open after each performance
= Be certain all items are completely dry before returning them to store in the hat box
= Use spray cleaner and paper towels to clean the inside and outside of the hat box
= Hat boxes must be cleaned and dried thoroughly before Uniform Turn-In Night
= Leave your name on the hat box as you will be issued the same hat box next season

MARCHING BAND PARKAS

Each Marching Band member will be issued a parka to be used during inclement weather. Parkas are part of
the Marching Band uniform and must be available at all times as this is the only outerwear permitted to be
worn at games and competitions when not performing.

> Parkas are numbered, but also have a removable tag with name of Marching Band member affixed to
the zipper. It is important for each Marching Band member to keep track of his/her parka
> Properly folded parkas will fit into the Marching Band equipment bag
> Parkas should be laundered when dirty or worn in rain and before Uniform Turn-In Night
>> Directions for Washing Parkas
» Remove name tag, empty pockets, unzip, and turn inside out before washing
» Machine wash the parka by itself only using warm or cold water and detergent; do not use
detergents with chlorine nor fabric softeners
= Use the Spin Cycle twice to remove excess water
» Hang inside out to AIR DRY allowing two (2) days to completely dry; turn parka right side
out on the 2™ day and reaffix name tag
» Be certain the parka, inside and outside, and pockets are completely dry before returning to
the equipment bag or on Uniform Turn-In Night
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